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Wisconsin is bordered to the
north and east by two of the
world’s largest lakes. To the
north, Lake Superior forms
the largest expanse of
freshwater in the world. To
the east lies Lake Michigan,
the largest freshwater lake
entirely within the United
States. Lake Michigan and
Superior, along with Huron,
Erie and Ontario and their

tributaries form the largest freshwater ecosystem on earth.
Their watershed covers parts of eight states and two
Canadian provinces.

Our Great Lakes are vast yet vulnerable. Polluted runoff
and sediment from farm fields and cities, habitat loss,
invasive species, toxic sediments, and climate change
continue to threaten our Great Lakes. 

In the sidebars of this year’s
calendar, we highlight
Wisconsin’s Areas of Concern
– sites that require some
special attention. The
International Joint
Commission (IJC) identified
43 Areas of Concern (AOCs)
in the five Great Lakes in the
1980s. Five of those sites are
in Wisconsin. AOCs are

geographic areas that are severely degraded, often due to
contamination from chemicals such as PCBs and heavy
metals or excessive nutrients. Fourteen potential
impairments were identified in these areas. Some
combination of these impairments has been documented
in each of our AOCs. 
• Restrictions on fish and

wildlife consumption 
• Tainting of fish and

wildlife flavor 
• Degradation of fish and

wildlife populations 
• Fish tumors or other

deformities 
• Degradation of aesthetics 
• Degradation of benthos

(bottom-dwelling
creatures) 

• Restriction on dredging activities 
• Loss of fish and wildlife habitat 
• Bird or animal deformities or reproductive problems 
• Eutrophication or undesirable algae 
• Restrictions on drinking water consumption, or taste

and odor issues 
• Beach closings 
• Degradation of phytoplankton and zooplankton

populations 
• Added cost to agriculture and industry

The Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement between
Canada and the U.S. requires state and provincial
governments to develop plans for rehabilitating these
areas. These “Remedial Action Plans,” or RAPs, outline the
key actions and recommendations necessary to restore the
environment. Citizens are involved in RAP development
through citizen advisory groups. The DNR, partner agencies
and local citizens are working hard to restore and protect
these damaged but valuable areas: Lower Green Bay/Fox
River, Milwaukee River Estuary, Sheboygan River, St. Louis
River system and Menominee River at Marinette. 

Rehabilitating the AOCs involves cleaning up contaminated
sediments and restoring fish and wildlife habitat. Funding
comes from a variety of sources, including federal, state,
local government, private industry, and private foundation
programs. EPA’s Great Lakes Restoration Initiative is
providing unprecedented federal funds that will help
Wisconsin make great progress on our five AOCs while
enhancing job opportunities and bringing much needed
local economic resurgence. 

Great strides are being made on Wisconsin’s Areas of
Concern! To learn more, visit: www.dnr.state.wi.us (search
AOCs), fyi.uwex.edu/aocs/ or www.epa.gov/glnpo/aoc/

COVER PHOTO: “The Magic Hour” by MATTHEW JOHN GEORGE, 2nd Place – People Enjoying Wisconsin’s Great Lakes, Kohler-Andrae State Park
TOP PHOTO by JOANN WILL, Sheboygan, WI
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“Anyone who can solve the problems of water 

will be worthy of two Nobel prizes—one for peace

and one for science.” JOHN F. KENNEDY



“Wisconsin’s Great Lakes” PHOTO CONTEST
Send us your best photos of Lake Michigan or Lake Superior.  We’re looking for beautiful shorelines,
kids and adults enjoying the lakes, cultural and historic aspects of the lakes, and people involved in
lake protection or restoration. Winning photos will be used in the 2013–2014 Wisconsin’s Great
Lakes calendar and in other DNR publications, presentations, websites and displays. Photo
submission deadline is February 1, 2013. Photos in all seasons are needed! 

Entry Categories (limit three photo entries per individual):

1. People enjoying Wisconsin’s Great Lakes. Images of
people fishing, kayaking, sailing, playing on the beach, etc. 

2. Natural features and wildlife. Great Lakes shoreline,
wetlands and tributaries, fish and other wildlife.

3. Historic and cultural features. Lighthouses, harbor towns,
festivals, shipping, etc.

4. Lake protection activities. Storm drain stenciling, beach
clean-ups, sturgeon guards, habitat restoration, research, etc.

5. 2013 Special Category – Wisconsin’s Working Lakes. 

Rules: 
1. The contest is open to anyone. Photos must be submitted electronically. 

2. Attach each photo (jpeg format) to a separate e-mail.  

3. In each e-mail, please include the photo title, where in Wisconsin the photo was taken, the entry
category, your name, e-mail address, mailing address, and phone number.  

4. Photos must be high resolution, horizontal in orientation, and taken in Wisconsin.  

5. The Wisconsin DNR reserves the right to use an electronic or print copy of any image entered in the
contest for non-commercial educational or promotional use with credit to the photographer. For example,
prints may be used for DNR displays, slide shows, videos, publications and website.  

Judging: 
Photos will be judged by a panel of Wisconsin DNR staff. Criteria for judging will include creativity, visual and
technical merit, and composition.

Awards and Prizes: 
Winning photographs will be included in the 2013–2014 Wisconsin’s Great Lakes calendar. Winning
photographers will be contacted by mail, phone or e-mail and will receive the calendar by mail.   

E-mail photos and entry information to: DNRGreatLakesPhotoContest@wisconsin.gov

“Wisconsin’s Great Lakes” WRITING PROJECT
Is your talent writing? Send us your original Great Lakes quote, essay, poem, song or rap. Help get
the word out about how great Wisconsin’s Great Lakes are.  Share your favorite writings with us 
and you may find your words on our website, calendar, publications and displays! (All authors will
be credited.)

E-mail writings to: DNRGreatLakesWriting@wisconsin.gov

“As the largest freshwater ecosystem on Earth, the

Great Lakes are among our most significant natural

resources. Lake Michigan and Lake Superior

contribute to Wisconsin’s industry, tourism, recreation,

and overall quality of life. They have

shaped our past and will continue to

shape our future.”  

– GOVERNOR SCOTT WALKER

Photo by GINNY PRINCE

"Wisconsin DNR is committed to working together with

our partners to restore and protect our Great Lakes.

More than 60 protection and restoration projects

receiving nearly $39 million in federal Great Lakes

Restoration funds are underway in Wisconsin. 

The Great Lakes Restoration Initiative is

allowing us to bring these areas back to

productive use and to once again provide

recreational and economic benefits for

our Great Lakes communities." 

– CATHY STEPP, DNR Secretary

Photo by NANCY TOMASCHEFSKY

This calendar features winning photos from our 2012 Wisconsin’s Great Lakes Photo

Contest and a sampling of poems from our Writing Project. Photographers from

Wisconsin and beyond submitted over 350 beautiful photos for this year’s contest

and Wisconsin authors contributed seventeen lovely poems to our writing project.

The photos and writings clearly show that the Great Lakes are among Wisconsin’s

most scenic and beloved natural resources. 

Thank you to all 2012 photographers and authors 
for sharing your talent with us!  

Visit the Office of Great Lakes website to  

seemore photos and writing submissions 

www.dnr.state.wi.us 

(search Great Lakes Photo Contest) 

2013 Special Photo Contest category!

Next year’s calendar will feature

Wisconsin’s Working Lakes.

In celebration of businesses and

industries that rely on Lake

Michigan or Lake Superior, we

will include photos and sidebars

illustrating the economic

importance of these Wisconsin

resources. 

Find the Wisconsin DNR on:

Facebook – www.facebook.com/WIDNR

Twitter – twitter.com/WDNR 

Youtube – www.youtube.com/user/WIDNRTV
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AOC: St. Louis River  
The St. Louis River is the largest
tributary of Lake Superior, the world’s
largest lake.  Early explorers described
a land of rocky outcroppings, forests,
wetlands and extensive beds of wild
rice. Over time, this pristine
environment became an important
area for commerce and industry for
the cities of Duluth and Superior. The
river was reshaped by dams and
degraded by mining, logging, saw
milling, and manufacturing activities.
It eventually became one of
Wisconsin’s most polluted waterways. 

Wisconsin and Minnesota have
worked together for over 20 years to
restore the St. Louis River. The St.
Louis River Alliance was formed to
work in partnership with the states of
Wisconsin, Minnesota and local
governments, tribes, businesses and
citizens on the restoration of the river. 

Ongoing clean up and rehabilitation
of this important area will increase
property values, reduce costs for
property re-development, improve
recreational opportunities, reduce
human health risks, and improve
quality of life.

Find out more at: 
www.dnr.state.wi.us 

(search St. Louis River AOC)
www.epa.gov/glnpo/aoc/stlouis.html    
www.stlouisriver.org 

ABOVE: “Algoma After the Storm” 
by KEVIN NAZE
2nd Place – Historic and Cultural Features
Algoma, WI
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Photo by NANCY TOMASCHEFSKY
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Comfort
— by MARILYN ZELKE-WINDAU

In ascending, 

the white of gull wingcut 

through horizontal stripes of lake.

Steel blue, Payne’s grey,

obsidian, and navy layers

painted the water to sky’s line.

Wisconsin sand, 

Wisconsin bird eyes sought

Michigan shores,

believed in the unseen.

Soft, the lapping of waves

drew ribbon line scallops on sand.

Bubblefoam rhythm-popped

on smooth, wet pebbles.

The gull bent wings,

feather flew, settle-floated 

in the ease of comfort.

ABOVE: “On Fire” by ROB WIENER
1st Place – Natural Features
Near Bayfield, WI

Photo by GERVASE THOMPSON
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Asian Carp at Our Door 
Four species of Asian carp are at Lake
Michigan’s door: the bighead, silver,
grass and black carp. Originally
brought to the southern United States
in the 1970s to keep aquaculture and
wastewater treatment facility retention
ponds clean, these giant fish escaped
into the Mississippi River during floods
of the 1990s. 

Unlike many introduced species, carp
are well suited to conditions in the
Great Lakes and could quickly become
the dominant species. Asian carp
consume huge amounts of plankton,
mollusks and other species, competing
with native fish for food. These fish
could have a devastating effect on the
Great Lakes ecosystem and its $7
billion fishery. Carp also pose safety
concerns. Huge silver carp are great
jumpers and can injure boaters when
leaping out of the water.

Scientists are keeping a close eye on
the Mississippi and Lower Wisconsin
Rivers and Lake Michigan using DNA
sampling. 

For more information, visit:
www.dnr.state.wi.us 

(search Asian carp) 

ABOVE: “Overnight Shipping” by JAMES LEWIS
Duluth-Superior, WI
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Photo by GLENN A. GIERZYCKI
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ABOVE: “Calm Waters” by JAMES LEWIS
Duluth-Superior, WI

AOC: Milwaukee Estuary 
The rich natural resources of the
Milwaukee River Estuary sustained
native cultures and later drew New
Englanders, French, German, Irish,
Polish and other immigrants to settle
its shores. As the area grew into a
center for shipping, commerce and
industry, the rivers were dammed,
dredged, straightened, widened, and
often lined with concrete. Over time,
they were heavily polluted by industri-
al, agricultural, and urban sources.

The Milwaukee River Estuary acts as a
sink for pollutants from throughout its
large watershed and is a source of
pollution to Lake Michigan.
Contaminated sediments contribute
significantly to the impairments
identified here. 

The DNR and partners are working to
clean up sediments, prevent excessive
algal growth, control storm water
pollution, improve beach water
quality, enhance fish and wildlife
populations, and restore habitat.
Because of these efforts, this area is
finding new opportunities to celebrate
its uniqueness as an urban center and
renowned freshwater capital. 

Find out more at: 
www.dnr.state.wi.us  

(search Milwaukee AOC)  
fyi.uwex.edu/aocs/milwaukee/history
www.epa.gov/glnpo/aoc/

milwaukee.html
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Photo by BERNARD E. SCHREINER
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ABOVE: “Ice Dock” by ROY RADOSEVICH
1st Place – Cultural and Historic Features
Ephraim, WI
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Ice Is Nice! 
From the newly formed, fragile, silvery
shell, to the rugged, thick drivable
winter highway, to the crashing piles
tossed up on the shore by spring
storms, lake ice is beautiful! Ice is
also critical to the water budget and
biological health of our Great Lakes. 

Lake ice is threatened by global
climate change. Loss of ice cover can
lead to greater evaporation, resulting
in lower lake levels. It can also
change the timing of a lake’s physical
and biological cycles, resulting in a
less stable environment for lake
organisms.  

Read about a UW-Madison long-term
study of lake ice at:
www.news.wisc.edu/5249 

Learn more about lake ice and
climate at:
www.lakescientist.com/learn- 

about-lakes/lakes-climate
change/temperature-ice.html

Just for fun, read about cryovolcanoes
(spouting ice cones) at:
www.jsonline.com/news/

milwaukee/115448834.html
www.weathernotebook.org/

transcripts/2004/03/26.php

Remember to submit your best 
Great Lakes photos! See information
on the first pages of this calendar. 
The deadline is February 1, 2013

Photo by JONAH AGPOON
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ABOVE: “Tugs Awaiting” by SHIRLEY BIRR
Two Rivers, WI

AOC: Lower Green Bay
and Fox River  
Green Bay is the world’s largest fresh-
water estuary. Abundant fish, water-
fowl, and wild rice sustained native
cultures and drew French explorers, fur
traders and many groups of immi-
grants to this area. Commercial fish-
ing, lumbering, and paper manufactur-
ing flourished, and Green Bay became
a busy steamship and sailing port. 

While critical to the area’s develop-
ment, past industries left a legacy of
toxic chemicals in the river and bay
sediments. By 1927, sewage, oil slicks
and waste from canning factories and
paper mills plagued the river and
lower bay, and fish kills became com-
mon. Soil, nutrients, and other urban
and agricultural pollution have also
contributed to this area’s problems. 

Clean up is underway and goals have
been set for reducing phosphorus and
sediment in runoff. Local partners have
focused on projects that will help
achieve these goals, restore habitat,
and improve fish and wildlife
populations, bringing value back to
our largest estuary.

Learn more at:
www.dnr.state.wi.us (search Lower 

Green Bay and Fox River AOC)
www.epa.gov/glnpo/aoc/greenbay.

html 
Green Bay restoration project videos:
www.dnr.state.wi.us 

(search pike habitat restoration)
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Photo by ROBERT G. STROMBERG
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ABOVE: “Quaggamire” 
by MARK PONTO
2nd Place – Lake Protection Activities
Milwaukee, WI

Celebrate Fix a 
Leak Week 
The average household wastes more
than 10,000 gallons of water every year
through easy-to-fix leaks. That’s enough
water to wash nearly 10 months’ worth
of laundry! Fixing household water
leaks can save homeowners more than
10% on their water bills.

To track down leaks:

• Check for dripping faucets,
showerheads, and fixture
connections. 

• Check toilets for silent leaks. Put
a few drops of food coloring into
the tank, wait 15 minutes, and see
if color appears in the bowl before
you flush. 

• Check irrigation systems and
outdoor spigots too. 

• Use your water meter to check
your whole house. Read your water
meter before and after a two-hour
period when no water is being
used. If the meter changes at all,
you probably have a leak. 

For more information, visit:
www.dnr.state.wi.us 

(search: water conservation)  
epa.gov/watersense/water_

efficiency/what_you_can_do.html
environment.nationalgeographic.

com/environment/freshwater/
water-footprint-calculator 
(A great website for kids, too!)
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Photo by SAMUEL LARSON
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ABOVE: “Night at the Bay” 
by JAMES LEWIS
Duluth-Superior, WI

Photo by BETSY BIE

The Great Lake
— by CONNIE PELTON

Funny that I’m drawn to the lake

I’m a land-locked girl
with an appreciation for the
woods and

paths and stones and plants
I drink in all that I can see
and smell and touch 
and navigate about

Mysteries of the unseeable are not
for me

And yet
Funny that I’m drawn to the lake

The swirls, the churnings, 
The poundings, the calm.
I am unable to touch the familiar 

and know the path I am on 

And yet
It touches my being 

and shares its strength 
and beckons me to not hold back

Funny
Funny
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ABOVE: “Foggy Day at Kohler-Andrae” 
by JONAH AGPOON
2nd Place – Natural Features
Kohler-Andrae State Park

AOC: Sheboygan River  
Sheboygan was once a primary port
for ships carrying European
immigrants who settled this area.
With abundant water and an ample
immigrant workforce, Sheboygan
developed a prosperous
manufacturing industry. Fur trading,
sawmills, tanneries, ship building,
shipping, cheese factories, breweries,
and commercial fishing prospered. 

Industrial, urban and agricultural
pollution contributed to the river’s
degradation, and pollution from many
years of heavy manufacturing led to
Sheboygan’s designation as a federal
“Superfund” site in 1986.
Contaminated sediments have
resulted in fish and waterfowl that
are not safe to eat and impaired use
of harbor areas due to dredging
restrictions. Habitat loss is also an
issue here. 

The DNR and partners are working to
clean up contaminated sediments,
control nonpoint source pollution,
and protect and restore habitat.
Restoration of the Sheboygan River
will encourage visitors from all over
the world to enjoy recreation and
economic opportunities on this
important river.

Find out more at: 
www.dnr.state.wi.us 

(search Sheboygan AOC)
www.epa.gov/greatlakes/aoc/

sheboygan.html 
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Photo by LORI NETT
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ABOVE: “Seas” 
by ROB WIENER
Near Cornucopia, WI
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Hike the Tombolo   
Visitors to Stockton Island in the
Apostle Islands National Lakeshore can
visit a tombolo, a unique Great Lakes
environment. A tombolo forms when
an island becomes attached to the
mainland by a narrow strip of
deposited material. The Stockton Island
tombolo, the only one in Wisconsin,
connects Presque Isle Point with the
main Stockton Island. It is worth
investigating!  

The tombolo consists of dry, sandy
ridges, low dunes, a wide beach, and
wetlands. The dunes and ridges feature
a globally rare Great Lakes Barrens
dominated by a sparse canopy of red
pine over lichens, fungi, grasses, and
sedges. Diverse wetland types are also
present and include open wetlands
with bog, sedge meadow, and
emergent aquatic vegetation. 
The Stockton Island tombolo is a
biologically diverse area that provides
habitat for numerous rare species,
including plants and birds. The
Stockton Island tombolo is also unique
in that it is a designated State Natural
Area within a National Lakeshore.  

For more information, visit:
www.nps.gov/apis/planyourvisit/

index.htm 
www.dnr.state.wi.us 

(search Stockton Island tombolo)
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Visit the Ridges 
Founded by pioneers in Wisconsin’s
conservation movement, The Ridges
Sanctuary is Wisconsin’s oldest
member-based nature preserve and
one of the most biologically diverse
areas in the Midwest. It is recognized
as a National Natural Landmark, a
Wisconsin State Natural Area, and a
National Audubon Society Important
Bird Area.

The sanctuary includes over 1.5 miles
of beautiful, undeveloped Lake
Michigan shoreline. The unique and
diverse landscape of The Ridges is
influenced by Lake Michigan and the
northeastern coast of the Door
Peninsula. Cooler springs and
summers, warmer falls and winters,
and reduced evaporation rates allow
northern species and a boreal forest
to thrive in this area, far south of
their normal range. 

The Ridges offers an interpretive
center, five miles of sanctuary trails
and a selection of naturalist-led
programs. Visit this Wisconsin gem!

To learn more about The Ridges
Sanctuary, visit:
www.ridgessanctuary.org 
www.dnr.state.wi.us 

(search Ridges Sanctuary)

ABOVE: “Children at Dusk” by TRACY MARTINEZ
1st Place – People Enjoying Wisconsin’s Great Lakes
Mouth of the Onion River, Lake Superior
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Paddle the Lake
Superior Water Trail  
Wisconsin is home to several “water
trails” that can be enjoyed by all
levels of paddlers. The Lake Superior
Trail is being developed to connect
3,000 miles of Lake Superior
shoreline along Minnesota, Michigan,
Wisconsin and Ontario, Canada. 

The Wisconsin segment of the Lake
Superior Water Trail covers more than
400 miles of diverse shoreline and
meanders along sandy beaches and
sandstone outcrops, which culminate
in dramatic cliffs and sea caves in the
Apostle Islands National Lakeshore.
As the river opens into the St. Louis
River estuary, paddlers can view a
mix of wild wetlands and the busy
Duluth-Superior harbor. 

Come paddle a Wisconsin Water Trail!
For more information visit:
www.dnr.state.wi.us (search 

Lake Superior water trail) 
www.dnr.state.wi.us (search 

Lake Michigan water trail)

Milwaukee River Urban Water Trail:
milwaukeeriverkeeper.org/content

/milwaukee-urban-water-trail 

ABOVE: “Kakagon Sloughs” 
by CHRISTINE ISENRING
Bad River, Lake Superior
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ABOVE: “Superior Sea Caves” 
by DAVID HERRICK
2nd Place – Natural Features
Apostle Islands

Bike the Hank Aaron
State Trail 
The Hank Aaron State Trail provides a
continuous connection along the
Menomonee River between
Milwaukee's Miller Park Stadium and
the Lake Michigan lakefront. Bicyclists,
walkers, runners, and skaters are met
by views of the Milwaukee Art
Museum, Potawatomi Bingo,
Marquette Soccer Fields, Discovery
World, Lakeshore State Park, and
Miller Park Stadium, home to the
Milwaukee Brewers. 

This urban oasis was made possible in
part by the cleanup and restoration of
the Milwaukee River Area of Concern.
Rehabilitated portions of the
Menomonee, Milwaukee and
Kinnickinic Rivers draw visitors,
provide an easy and enjoyable
transportation route to locals, and
attract businesses in this revitalized
recreation and commercial area.
Portions of the Hank Aaron State Trail
are accessible for people with
disabilities.   

For more information, visit:
www.dnr.state.wu.us 

(search Hank Aaron trail) 

To learn more about cleanup and
revitalization efforts and the Hank
Aaron Trail, visit:
www.hankaaronstatetrail.org/

menomonee-river-valley.html

Photo by SHANNON KENEVAN
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Hot, Hot, Hot!   
The Great Lakes Basin is responding to
global climate change as dramatically
as anywhere on Earth and Lake
Superior is showing the effects. The
surface water of our largest lake has
increased by about 5°F over the last 
25 years; winter ice cover has
decreased by 20% over the past 
37 years; and average wind speed has
also increased. The lake’s physical and
biological cycles have been altered as
a result of these changes. 

Learn more about the effects of a
changing climate on Lake Superior.
Listen to a radio program, read an
article and explore links to related
websites:
www.wbez.org/frontandcenter/

2011-07-13/climate-change-hits-
mightiest-great-lakes-89058

Visit a Lake Superior researcher’s
website at:
www.d.umn.edu/~jaustin/ICE.html 

Climate change and Wisconsin:
climatewisconsin.org 

Adapting to climate change:
www.wicci.wisc.edu 

Parents and teachers – check out EPA’s
new interactive climate change guide.
(It’s great for adults, too!):
www.epa.gov/climatechange/kids/

index.html

ABOVE: “Serve and Protect” 
by CHERLY TOELLER
1st Place – Lake Protection Activities
Sheboygan, WI
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AOC: Menominee River  
The Menominee River Watershed is a
land of abundant natural resources and
beauty. This ancestral home of the
Menominee tribe was later settled by
French Canadian, Swedish, Norwegian
and German immigrants. Fur trading,
commercial fishing, logging, paper mills,
shipping, and high tech industry have
supported the growth of Menominee,
Michigan and Marinette, Wisconsin.  

Industrial development and urban land
and water use have taken a toll on the
Menominee River. Impairments here
are due mainly to contamination of the
river bottom and nearshore area by
arsenic, coal tar and paint sludge. A
fish consumption advisory for mercury
and PCBs is in effect.  

Wisconsin and Michigan share
responsibility for the river’s
rehabilitation. As the cleanup
progresses, recreational boating
opportunities will increase, improved
navigational depths will help shipping
and ship building industries, and
habitat for fish and wildlife will be
improved. With a healthier river system
adding greatly to economic
opportunities in recreation and
shipping, the communities of
Menominee and Marinette can look
forward to a bright future.

Find out more at: 
www.dnr.state.wi.us 

(search Menominee River AOC)
www.epa.gov/glnpo/aoc/

menominee.html 

ABOVE: “Wisconsin Point Lighthouse” 
by DAVID HERRICK
Douglas County, WI

Ph
ot
o 
by

M
EL

IS
SA

 C
LA

RK

Photo by SJANA SCHANNING





December 2013

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Great Lakes Compact
enacted in 2008

Great Lakes Restoration
Strategy released 
in 2005

Great Lakes Compact
signed by governors
in 2005

Winter Begins

Christmas Day Kwanzaa Begins

New Year’s Eve

JANUARY 2014

S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

Wisconsin’s GREAT LAKES!Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources | Office of the Great Lakes

NOVEMBER 2013

S M T W T F S
1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

ABOVE: “Christmas” 
by DAVID J. SACHSE
Port Washington, WI

Winter Spectacle
— by GEORGIA RESSMEYER

From a dune ridge, slender trails 
of sand and snow 
fan out like messengers.

Wave after courageous wave rushes 
a beach that’s
all icy breath and teeth, 
warning them off. 

Here and there a clever sheet of spray
vaults past the mandible—
only to succumb and join 
the rigid ranks 
of those who freeze in place 
along the shore. 

This spectacle of warring elements 
is hardly tame or kind, 
though it is fiercely 
grand, sublime.
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For more information, visit: www.dnr.state.wi.us (search Great Lakes)

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Office of the Great Lakes, 101 S. Webster, Madison, WI 53707-7921 
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“The ultimate test of a man’s

conscience may be his

willingness to sacrifice

something today for future

generations whose words of

thanks will not be heard.” 

GAYLORD NELSON
former governor of Wisconsin 
and co-founder of Earth Day

ABOVE: Photo by NICOLE TUFFORD


